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Southern Oregon Air Riders Bylaws 

Article I: Name and Purpose 

Section 1. The name of the organization shall be called the  

Southern Oregon Air Riders, hereafter referred to as SOAR. 

Section 2. SOAR is established to fulfill two primary missions:  

 The first mission is to encourage and promote safe and proper instruction and mentoring practices.  By 

doing such, SOAR aims not only to keep its members flying safely, but to cast foot-launched flight in the 

most positive light possible among the general public and demonstrate that, with proper training, it is a 

relatively safe activity.  This will be accomplished through proper instruction for those new to the sport 

and team-approach mentoring for those with experience beyond the novice level, as well as clinics and 

seminars for the dissemination and discussion of aviation-related knowledge.  It is the hope that such 

promotion of safe skills and practices will inspire some members to become instructors as well in order 

to keep the sport of foot-launched flight alive for future generations.    SOAR also aims to participate in 

public activities such as festivals, shows, fly-ins, and other similar events to positively promote and 

expose foot-launched flight to the general public. 

The second mission is to explore, reopen, and/or pioneer new sites within the region.  It is common 

knowledge that the most popular flying site in the area, Woodrat Mountain, has become pressured by 

over-use to the point where landing zone options are being threatened.  It is less known that the region 

has many other site options that are of equal or perhaps greater quality than Woodrat for foot-launched 

flight.  SOAR aims to do our part to relieve pressure upon the landowners surrounding Woodrat by 

encouraging its members, with proper guidance and in accordance with standard USHPA site guidelines, 

to fly these lesser-known sites with greater frequency, thereby helping to preserve Woodrat for future 

use and develop pilot skills beyond the ability to fly a single site. 

Article II:  Affiliation 

Section 1. SOAR will be affiliated with other organizations of like purpose, such as USHPA and 

other flying clubs, in a manner to be determined by the Directors. 

Article III:  Membership 

Section 1. Since the actions of individuals reflect upon the group as a whole with which they 

associate, members of SOAR have the final say as to who their fellow club members will be.   To 

streamline the process of considering potential new members, applications for membership in SOAR shall 

be reviewed and approved /rejected by the Membership Review Chairman.   If any club member in good 

standing challenges the ruling of the Membership Review Chairman, the membership application shall 

then go to a vote during a general club meeting. A two-thirds (2/3) majority of attending and/or 

absentee members shall be required to reverse the decision of the Chairman. 
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Section 2. Classes of membership shall consist of the following:  Full Member and Family Member.  

Services, privileges and annual dues for each class of membership shall be as provided in these bylaws 

and as established by action of the Board of Directors. 

Section 3. A member shall have use of SOAR-operated flying sites and facilities, and may vote as 

provided for in these bylaws. 

Section 4. A minor must have the written consent of his/her parents or guardian and sign SOAR’s 

release of claims flying at any SOAR-operated flying sites or facilities. 

Article IV:  Meetings of Members 

Section 1. Meetings shall be held at intervals as determined by availability of a quorum of the 

membership.  A quorum for the conduct of business shall be 2/3 of the membership. 

Section 2. A meeting at or around the end of the calendar year shall be held for the purpose of 

electing officers and directors, and conducting such other business that is properly presented at the 

meeting. 

Article V:  Board of Directors 

Section 1. The Board of Directors shall be composed of 5 or more members including the 

President, Vice-President, Secretary-Treasurer, Flight Director, Safety Chairman, and past President (if 

applicable). 

Section 2. The duties and powers of the Board shall be to deal with all routine business which 

comes before SOAR, draft an annual budget, evaluate and present to the members all matters of special 

concern, and to report all actions of the Board to the members. 

Section 3. Regular and special meetings of the Board shall be called at a time and place 

determined by the President. 

Section 4. A majority of the Board shall constitute a quorum for the conduct of business at all 

meetings. 

Section 5. Any vacancy on the Board of Directors shall be filled by a special election by the 

members at their next regular meeting. 

Section 6. Each member of the Board of Directors shall serve without compensation or reward, 

except as otherwise provided for in these bylaws. 

Section 7. In the event that the current President is re-elected, the position on the Board of 

Directors normally filled by the past President shall be filled by a Director-at-Large to be elected by the 

voting members. 

Article VI:  Officers 
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Section 1. The officers shall be elected by a simple majority (>50%) of the voting members at the 

annual meeting, and shall hold office for 12 months or until their successors are elected.  All officers 

must be current members of USHPA. 

Section 2. The President shall preside at all meetings, appoint all committee chairmen with the 

approval of the Board of Directors, sign and execute all contracts in the name of SOAR when authorized 

to do so by the Board of Directors, and shall have general supervision over the management of all affairs 

of SOAR. 

Section 3. The Vice-President shall be vested with all the powers and shall perform the duties of 

the President in case of absence or disability of the President, and shall perform such other duties as 

may be delegated to him by the Board of Directors. 

Section 4. The Secretary shall keep the minutes of all meetings, be responsible for all meeting 

notices and keeping of historical records for SOAR, and shall perform such other duties as may be 

incident to the office of Secretary. 

Section 5. The Treasurer shall keep the membership records, receive and deposit all funds, execute 

all checks for expenditures authorized by the Board of Directors, account for all receipts, disbursements 

and balance on hand each month, and perform such other duties as may be incident to the office of 

Treasurer. 

Section 6. The Membership Review Chairman shall appoint committee members as he/she feels fit 

and review all new applicants for SOAR membership, and shall then accept/reject applications.  The 

Chairman’s decision may be challenged as outlined in Article III Section 1. 

Article VII:  Flight Committee 

Section 1. The Flight Director shall be chairman of the Flight Committee and shall appoint 

assistants as needed to aid him in the supervision of flight activity at SOAR operated flying sites and 

facilities, and shall perform such other duties as may be incident to the position of Flight Director. 

Section 2. The Safety Officer shall file accident reports, oversee and advise pilots, and perform 

such other duties as may be incident to the position of Safety Officer. 

Article VIII:  Special Committees 

Section 1. Special committees may be formed by the President at any time as deemed necessary. 

Article IX:  Suspension, Expulsion, and Removal from Office 

Section 1. A member may be removed from office, suspended for a period of time, or expelled for 

cause, such as violation of any of these bylaws, or flight regulations, or other rules of SOAR or for 

conduct prejudicial to the best interests of SOAR.  Such action shall require a two-thirds (2/3) vote of all 

voting members at a regular meeting, provided that a statement of the charges and a notice of the time 
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and place of the meeting have been mailed to the member at least seven days before the meeting, and 

that the member will have an opportunity to present a defense at the meeting. 

Article X:  Finances 

Section 1. The fiscal year shall be from January 1 to December 31.  Dues will be paid no later than 

April 30. 

Article XI:  Amendments 

Section 1. Amendments to these bylaws may be made by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the voting 

members present at any regular meeting.  Proposed amendments must be stated in the meeting notice. 

Article XII:  Site Management 

Section 1. SOAR manages, in accordance with USHPA guidelines, sites to be determined at a future 

date by the SOAR membership. 

Section 2. The Flight Committee shall establish recommended flying experience for each site, and 

enforce safety standards at SOAR operated sites. 


